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			In this newsletter there is advice on:
· OS referral where a full-examination has not been undertaken
· What to do if a dental team or staff member has possible or confirmed COVID-19
· An offer of Payment for additional NHS sessional activity
· A letter of thanks from the CDOs of the UK
· A couple of surveys
 
 Oral Surgery urgent care referral where a full-examination has not been undertaken.
 
Advice was asked at the last Herts LDC Meeting on 4 November about Oral Surgery urgent care referrals where a full-examination has not been done. The following answer has been given by Steve Claydon, Dental Practice Adviser, and endorsed by Tom Norfolk, one of the Regional Local Dental Network chairs.
 
In “normal times” the expectation would be patients would receive a full clinical assessment with treatment offered as required; where iMOS treatment is provided as part of that course of treatment the referring dentist ensures the patient is charged for a band 2 (even if the referring dentist is only providing band 1 treatment) or band 2 / 3 patient’s charge as appropriate for the course of treatment as a whole. The receiving iMOS provider then undertakes the appropriate treatment on referral and does not collect any further patient charges.
 
In these difficult times we have to accept that it will not always be practicable or possible for referring practitioners to undertake a full clinical assessment for patients who are not otherwise known to the practice. It is obviously important the referring practitioner undertakes and documents a sufficient assessment of the patient’s presenting condition to adequately reach a conclusion that referral to iMOS is indicated.
 
Under these circumstances the referring practitioner should therefore charge the patient the appropriate fee. If a full case assessment has been undertaken, perhaps because the patient has joined the practice, then a charge should be raised as detailed above. If however the referring practitioner has only undertaken an assessment to justify referral to iMOS then an urgent treatment charge should be collected from the patient. In either scenario the receiving iMOS provider does not need to collect any further charges from the patient and simply indicates “treatment on referral” as part of the information submitted to NHSBSA.
 

What to do if a member of the dental team (or staff) has possible or confirmed COVID-19
 
Across Hertfordshire and the rest of the East of England Local Dental Committees are seeing an increase in practitioners seeking advice regarding a dental team or staff member with possible or confirmed COVID-19.
Here is the link to the advice you need to know.
 
 
Payment for additional sessional activity
 
All providers will have been sent this communication; if you are in a position to take advantage of this request you need to act quickly.
 
From: EA-PRIMARYCARE, England (NHS ENGLAND & NHS IMPROVEMENT - X24)
Date: 13 November 2020 at 17:20:02 GMT
To: Undisclosed recipients:;
Subject: FW:  GW2854: FOR INFOMRAITON AND ACTION to all Dental Practices Expressions of Interest in the East of England to apply for additional sessional activity


This email has been sent through the East of England Primary Care Gateway process,
any queries relating to this email should be sent to
england.dentaleast@nhs.net
 
Dear Colleagues
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement – East of England would like to inform you of an opportunity to apply for additional sessional activity outside of regular commissioned activity to provide access between 1 December 2020 and 31 March 2021 (4 months).
 
It will support residents in the East of England with improvements in their oral health, access to dental care, maintenance and prevention and aid the reduction of health inequalities which have been exacerbated by the impact of Covid-19.
 
Please note that in order to be considered for this additional sessional activity you will need to hold an NHS dental contract within the East of England region.
 
The closing date for the completion of the Expressions of Interest is 6pm on 27 November 2020, please refer to the attached documents which explain this opportunity in more detail.
 
Kind regards
 
Dental Team
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement – East of England
  
This message has been sent to all GDP’s, Community Dental Providers and Level 2 Minor Oral Surgery Providers in the East of England region
 
 
A thank you letter from the 4 UK CDOs.  link
 

2 Surveys 
 
Attitudes and practices of GDP in respect to the use of Rubber Dam in restorative dentistry in the primary care setting.  
 
Dear Colleague, 
My name is Abigail and I am currently studying for my MChD/BChD, Oral Science BSc qualification at the University of Leeds. As part of my final year project, I am researching the attitudes and practices of UK registered General Dental Practitioners (GDP) in respect to the use of Rubber Dam in restorative dentistry in the primary care setting.  
This study is open to any UK GDP with a minimum of 2 years postgraduate experience. 
The survey can be completed by clicking this link: https://leeds.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/rubber-dam-and-covid-19 
I would welcome any questions that you may have, and will strive to answer them in a timely manner. I am best contacted via email - dn16aer@leeds.ac.uk. 
Participation in helping me to study this area would be extremely valued and I thank you in advance for your time and engagement. The survey closes on 23rd November 2020.
Warm regards, 
Abigail Ryder 
 

Would dentists who provide dental care for children in residential special education school settings please complete a survey.

RE: NHS England and Improvement, Learning Disabilities and Autism programme: provision of sensory checks for children and young people with learning disabilities and/or autism in residential special education school settings
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
This survey is being conducted to help NHS England & Improvement to find out more about dental care provision for children and young people with learning disabilities & autism in residential special education school settings in England. Results from this survey will be used to improve dental care provision for these groups.
 
If you are a dentist providing dental care for children and young people with learning disabilities & autism in residential special education school settings, please complete this survey.
 
Your responses will be used for this purpose only and will not be shared with other parties, responses are anonymised.
 
We are the most grateful for your time and responses to the survey.
 
Kind regards,
 
The Office of Chief Dental Officer, England
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