			Herts LDC late June updates







			Dear Colleagues,
 
In this June update, there reports on the annual LDC Conference and our recent AGM. Access to HEE courses outside of the East of England region and two survey requests you may be able to take part in.
 


Alison's (Herts LDC Chair) report on the LDC Conference is concise and has links to the speaker's presentations. I would recommend listening to Shawn Charlwood's (chair of GDPC) update, the lacklustre OCDO update and then the Q&A after.
The motions mainly were no brainers; the presentations were good. I would especially recommend Callum Youngson take on new graduate competence. Link
 

 
Hertfordshire Local Dental Committee Annual General Meeting 2021 Wednesday 12 May 2021 report. Link
 


In a recent correspondence with Andrew Dickenson Regional Dental Dean HEE - Midlands and East, he suggested that Hertfordshire dentists could look at Thames Valley and London courses if they found those from the East of England lacking. 

Thames Valley courses can be accessed here:
https://www.maxcourse.co.uk/heetvw/guestHome.asp
 
London:
https://accent.hicom.co.uk/CourseManager/Live/HEE/Web/sys_Pages/MainMenu/MainMenu.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fCourseManager%2fLive%2fHEE%2fWeb%2fs
 

 
BDA survey for minority ethnic dentist working in the UK

The BDA is undertaking a programme of work into Tackling Racism in Dentistry. As part of this work, we conducted research in the form of a survey, and are now launching the next stage of qualitative research, ‘A diary study into the everyday lived experiences of minority ethnic dentists in the UK.’
 
If you are a minority ethnic dentist working in the UK, we would like to invite you to take part in this online diary study where you will be asked to document any race-related encounters which occur in your work as a dentist over a 4-week period. The encounters you describe can be positive or negative in nature, and may relate to interactions with colleagues, patients, or others.  We are interested in how these made you feel and the impact that they may have had.  This study is open to all dentists (BDA members and non-members in all spheres of dentistry). The evidence collected will inform our future policy work on the theme of equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI).
 
We are particularly looking for participants from the smaller branches of dentistry to make sure we have a good mix of respondents - CDS, HDS, academia, dental public health and armed forces etc.
 
If you are interested in finding out more, please fill out the expression of interest form https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/diarystudy_expressionofinterest/  where you will be asked to answer some questions about yourself, and your role as a dentist. Following this short screening process someone in the research team will be in contact and let you know if you are eligible to proceed.
 
As a thank you, all participants who complete the diary study will receive a £20 gift card.
 


Wellbeing of the primary care workforce survey
(Taken from Primary Care Bulletin - today's round-up 22 June 2021)
 
Dear colleagues,
The past 18 months have been incredibly demanding on all of you, and we want to take this opportunity to remind you to please take some time off if you can to spend with friends and family. It is important that we all take time for ourselves away from work to recharge our batteries and look after our mental health and wellbeing.
The Institute for Employment Studies (IES) have been commissioned to conduct a study of the wellbeing of the primary care workforce. IES is an independent, not-for-profit research institute that specialises in evaluation and research on employment and HR matters. 
This survey is the third in a series that will be used to assess the current wellbeing of the workforce. It asks you to reflect on your personal wellbeing as well as the functioning of your team and your experiences of working remotely. We are using the results of this research to continually improve the coaching support we are offering. Please submit your responses by Monday 12 July. 
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