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			Dear Colleague,
Alison Chastell, our LDC Chair and I had our first working meeting with the Hertfordshire & West Essex Integrated Care System on Friday, 20 January. It was a constructive meeting with us, gaining an insight into how we will be integrated into the System after 1 April 2023 when they take over the role of commissioning all primary care. On their part, they are now more aware of our current difficulties and what we would like to see changed. If you want to become more involved, put your name forward to become an LDC member. See elections to the LDC below.
 
Within the newsletter, there is information on the following:-
·  Delivering up to 110% of annual UDA activity
·  Failing to pay the GDC retention fee
·  'The future for NHS dentistry in Hertfordshire' LDC meeting with local MPs
·  Elections to our Committee
·  HEE Contact List
Can you deliver up to 110% of annual UDA activity?
As a Provider, and subject to the agreement of the East of England dental commissioner, you can complete 110% as outlined in the PAR1802 dental reform letter of 19 July from Ali Sparke and Sara Hurley https://mcusercontent.com/77b1d58cbfaca76611f5e4c57/files/5bce69e7-ae8c-9d4c-05cd-f41740ecb9c3/Deliver_up_to_110percent_of_annual_UDA_activity_2022_23.01.pdf
The letter states this is "on a non-recurrent basis, subject to the agreement of their commissioner and where resources are available locally".
If you require more UDAs this financial year, I urge you to contact the generic East of England email address england.dentaleast@nhs.net and place in the subject line after your contract number: Urgent non-recurrent UDAs request.
 
Failing to pay the GDC retention fee on time
It will give rise to a whole host of problems as one of our Providers is now facing. You instantly come off the National Performers' List (NPL) and can not practice NHS dentistry (or privately as you are not on the GDC register). If you are the only performer on your contract, this could jeopardise the contract as you will not be able to deliver UDAs and most importantly, patients will suffer as you can not work.  
If you intend to be an active performer on a contract, you may need to apply to rejoin the NPL. You will need to check your NPL status with PCSE – We are not sure if you will be automatically restored to the NPL when you are restored to the GDC register and you may need to complete NPL1 etc. PCSE will be able to advise you.
You must also talk to your indemnity Provider to ensure there has been no interruption to your indemnity.
Our advice is to pay by Direct Debit and check on your bank statement that it has gone through. The GDC generally take the fee at the beginning of the month (look back and see when they took yours in past years). Then leave it a few days and check the GDC register to see that your registration has been carried through to the end of the following year. If you pay quarterly, you must do this every three months.  
 
'The future for NHS dentistry in Hertfordshire' LDC meeting with local MPs
So far, over half the PMs in Hertfordshire have replied to me regarding our offer to speak with them on Wednesday, 15 February. I need your help in encouraging the others to attend. They are
· Grant Shapps, Welwyn Hatfield
· Gagan Mohindra, South West Hertfordshire
· Stephen McPartland, Stevenage
· Oliver Dowden, Hertsmere
· Abimbola "Bim" Afolami, Hitchin and Harpenden
The meeting will be online on Wednesday, 15 February 2023, starting at 7.30 PM. If you live in Hertfordshire, please write to your MP if they have yet to reply to Herts LDC asking them to attend.  
If you are in any doubt whether this is important, just read Rishi Sunak's reply to a question on patient access from Lancaster and Fleetwood's Cat Smith MP. The Prime Minister claimed: "as a result of the new reformed NHS dentistry contract, there are now more NHS dentists across the UK with more funding making sure people can get the treatment they need."
   https://bda.org/news-centre/press-releases/Pages/PM-mythmaking-on-crisis-in-dentistry.aspx
 BDA Chair Eddie Crouch said:
"The Prime Minister has offered a grotesque misrepresentation of a crisis facing millions. Our patients are living with the reality.
The facts are there are no new dentists, no new contract and no new money.
All we've seen are tweaks at the margins. We need honesty, ambition and investment to save a service on its last legs."
 
Elections to this Committee.
Now is an excellent time to join the Committee as we move from being commissioned by the East of England Local Area Team. On 1 April 2023, a far more local Hertfordshire & West Essex Integrated Care System will take over all primary dental commissioning.
We still are looking for both Associates and Providers to join us. Link The closing date for nominations is midnight on 31 January.

 I have been asked to pass on this message:
Health Education England (HEE) regarding contact List
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
Health Education England (HEE) recently asked you to sign up for our contact list so we can inform you of our range of high quality, subsidised courses for all members of the dental team. 
 
Some colleagues have struggled to access the link so you can sign up to this opportunity.  We have adapted the link so everyone should be able to sign up for our information service.
 
Please take this opportunity to access our Dental CPD mailing list and develop your career in the most effective way.  Don’t miss this chance to gain access to the education and development that can transform your career and your team.
 
HEE are compiling a mailing list for sending direct information about HEE courses.  If you would like to receive information about events relevant to your delegate type (Dentist or  Dental Care Professional) please scan the QR code or click on the link to provide your details: Dental CPD mailing list
  
Please share this link with your colleagues and team members so they can all benefit from learning about the courses we provide.
Or, for more information about our Dental Workforce Development work, please email us at DWD.ME@hee.nhs.uk
 
We will share your email with Post Graduate Centre administrators for the purpose of advertising HEE courses only.  Information will not be shared with anyone outside of Postgraduate education in East of England.
 
Kind regards,
The Dental Team 
Health Education England East of England
2 - 4 Victoria House, Capital Park, Fulbourn, Cambridge, CB21 5XB
Emails:
Dental Foundation Training: DFT.EoE@hee.nhs.uk
Dental Workforce Development: DWD.EoE@hee.nhs.uk
Dental Core Training: DCT.EoE@hee.nhs.uk
Dental Specialty: DentalSpecialty.EoE@hee.nhs.uk
 
Website:  HEE Dental Education M&E
HEE is part of the NHS, and we work with partners to plan, recruit, educate and train the health workforce
Inequity and discrimination across health and education prevent us from achieving a just society and progressing NHS values. I stand for equality, diversity and inclusion and I am committed to tackling inequality related to issues of gender, sexuality, race, disability or any other characteristic.
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