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			Dear Colleague,
 
Within this dental news update there are:-
· HWE ICB Primary Care Board meeting held in Public on 26 January report
· Two important reports about dentistry
· National Campaign on reform of NHS Dentistry
· Press interest in NHS Dental access
· Risk Assessment, Infection Prevention & Control Measures for Measles
· Financial planning and pensions update meeting notice
· Endodontic treatment during Pregnancy survey 
HWE ICB Primary Care Board meeting held in Public on 26 January.
 
The latest public HWE ICB meeting was held on 26 January. 
 
These meetings update the public on the progress in Primary Care delivery across the region. Of interest to dentists is the Presentation “Recommendations to improve Dental Health and Dental Access Primary Care”. The author, a Consultant in Dental Public Health, has provided many recommendations throughout the presentation regarding Access, which Practices looking to increase their NHS commitment will find interesting.
 
There are also reports on "Primary Care Transformation– Directorate Report – Dental Update" and an update on the "Primary Care Strategic Delivery Plan 2023-2026". I have cut out the dental sections in each report to make for easy reading. If you are interested in the full report to the ICB, this is the link:  
https://hertsandwestessex.icb.nhs.uk/downloads/download/24/integrated-care-board-meetings-in-public-202223
 
Two important reports about dentistry
 
Just before Christmas, two important reports about dentistry were published: the Government's response to the Health Select Committee on NHS dentistry and the Nuffield Trust's "Bold action or slow decay? The state of NHS dentistry and future policy actions." As the UK will have an election within the next 12 months, let's keep dentistry a central topic of conversation on our patients' doorsteps when canvassing starts.
 
 Looking at the Government's response to the Health Select Committee's investigation into NHS dentistry held last summer and published 12 days before Christmas, they offer big ambitions but no action. The complete response can be read in full here: 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5804/cmselect/cmhealth/415/report.html
 
Their current policy is to have no patient registration, for us to follow NICE recall guidance and that they will continue to tinker with the 2006 UDA-based contract.
 
They agreed to ringfence any dental underspend for 2023/24 and make this a permanent arrangement. Only days later, they announced ICBs could use this underspend for other purposes.
 
As for the dental recovery plan this will be coming out shortly. On Tuesday, 16 January, in a commons debate on dentistry, Victoria Atkins, Minister of State for Health and Social Care, informed the House it would be coming out "very shortly". 
 
The Nuffield Trust "Bold action or slow decay? The state of NHS dentistry and future policy actions" https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/nhs-dentistry-gone-for-good-without-radical-action-think-tank-warns makes for sombre reading.
 
 The Report "seeks to understand how things have changed and what choice we face if we want a sustainable future for a publicly funded dental service that meets the needs of the population".  
 
It recommends commissioning needs to be local and flexible with contract reform to include weighted capitation, patient registration, and some fee-for-service. There also should be a return of ‘dental reference officers’ to monitor delivery.
 
Thea Stein, the chief executive of the Nuffield Trust, said: "Whichever way we go, I'm afraid that NHS dentistry cannot continue without some kind of evaluation of the offer, even if there are some major improvements to the way services are contracted and commissioned."
 
This report should be made compulsory reading for all prospective parliamentary candidates, but there is little chance of that happening. 
 
National Campaign on reform of NHS Dentistry
 
Letter from the BDA             
 
The BDA has been working with the Daily Mirror on a national campaign they have launched on reform of NHS dentistry, which is closely echoing GDPC’s policy position.
 
We have passed them information on clusters of deaths in the North of England from dental sepsis. This has come from multiple sources.
 
This story has run prominently over the weekend, and we are now running a survey to tease out more https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Deliveringdentistry/
 
The weekend’s story is here:
https://x.com/thebda/status/1748631421239844897?s=46
 
Some are redirecting messages at their MPs with their own reflections 
 
https://x.com/john_g_milne/status/1748663049030914168?s=46
 
FYI the paper is making 3 demands:
 
1. Everyone should have access to an NHS dentist
More than 12 million people were unable to access NHS dental care last year – more than 1 in 4 adults in England. At the same time 90% of dental practices are no longer accepting new NHS adult patients.
Data from the House of Commons Library showed 40% of children didn't have their recommended annual check-up last year.
2. Restore funding for dental services and recruit more NHS dentists
The UK spends the smallest proportion of its heath budget on dental care of any European nation. Government spending on dental services in England was cut by a quarter in real terms between 2010 and 2020. The number of NHS dentists is down by more than 500 to 24,151 since the pandemic.
3. Change the contracts
A Parliamentary report by the Health Select Committee has branded the current NHS dentists' contracts as “not fit for purpose” and described the state of the service as "unacceptable in the 21st century". The system effectively sets quotas on the maximum number of NHS patients a dentist can see as it caps the number of procedures they can perform each year. Dentists also get paid the same for delivering three or 20 fillings, often leaving them out of pocket. The system should be changed so it enables dentists to treat on the basis of patient need.
 
 If you wish to discuss this further please contact Ashley De:
 ashley.de@bda.org
 
Press interest in NHS Dental access
 
‘It’s hard to find an example of a public service that is so obviously broken’
The HSJ features a podcast on the interest in the press of the issue of NHS dental access, and says that it has become a political issue. Henry Anderson said: “It's hard to find an example of a public service that’s so obviously broken" and highlighted that it’s hard for people across the country to access NHS dentistry. They discussed the problems with the 2006 contract and the issues with clawback: “The BDA and others in the sector arguing very strongly that the contract needs to be ripped up and reformed.” They talk about the importance of ICBs keeping underspends in dentistry and their report last week that a dozen ICBs are no longer funding schemes that would have allowed dentists to do more work, and that the money is being diverted to other budgets. They said we are waiting on a dental recovery plan.
 
Risk Assessment, Infection Prevention & Control Measures for Measles
 
Please see attached HERE PRN01102 - Guidance for Risk Assessment and Infection Prevention and Control Measures for Measles in Healthcare Settings for onward cascade.
 
This will be published on the NHS England website: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/national-infection-prevention-and-control/
 
Financial planning and pensions update (a Middlesex and Herts BDA Branch meeting)
On Thursday 18th April from 6.30 pm. (Refreshments),
Meeting starts 7.00 pm,
Q & A session 8.30 pm    
 
 Venue: Elstree London Hilton
 
Speakers
Ian Hawke has been an Independent Financial Adviser with Chase de Vere Dental since April 2016. With a wealth of experience in advising dentists Ian has a specialist knowledge of your vocation and at the heart of the advice he gives are your
financial aspirations. Ian prides himself on providing truly independent financial advice and building bespoke investment, retirement, protection and estate planning strategies for his clients. 
& Phil McEvoy, Head of Pensions BDA
 
Endodontic treatment during Pregnancy: Attitudes, Knowledge and Practices of General Dental Practitioners in the United Kingdom.
 
I’ve been told participants can complete the questionnaire in less than 5 minutes.
Questionnaire Link: https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/chester/endodontic-treatment-during-pregnancy-attitudes-knowledge-and-1
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