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			Dear Colleague,
 
I have been holding off sending you a newsletter as I had hoped for some good news to pass on; unfortunately none has appeared.
 
Contract reform seems to have been kicked into the long grass and the Marginal Changes announced are of little use to the majority of practitioners. The House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee has once again condemned our 2006 contract and the pay review body suggested a below inflation pay increase. The GDC is again looking to put up the ARF and dental inflation is in double figures!
 
So what can you do? If you wish for a better Dental NHS tell your MP the problems you are experiencing and how this is affecting the patient care you can offer. When speaking to your MP remember they do not understand how the dental NHS contract works; they care about their constituents and the service they receive.
 
A good source of information is still freely available via the BDAs Coronavirus – Live updates page. There is an updates archive section at the bottom of the page which is a useful reference to what has happened in the past weeks and months. https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Pages/latest-updates.aspx
 
Within this update there is:-
·  Herts patients requiring bariatric dental care advice
· Free HIV Awareness & Confidence – Light bite sessions
· HEE 2022-2023 Dental Training Courses August 2022 to January 2023
· GDC fee increase consultation
 
 Herts patients requiring bariatric dental care
 If you have a bariatric patient needing dental care that you can not provide, Herts LDC suggest the following pathway until the new Herts community dental contact is in place.
· Contact the East of England dental commissioners at their generic email address england.dentaleast@nhs.net . Within the email title state - Herts patient requiring bariatric dental care 
· Provide the weight of the patient and the manufacture's weight limit(s) of your dental chair(s).
· The patient's details including address and contact number
· Does the patient use a wheelchair and can they transfer from the wheelchair into a dental chair.
· What dental care has been provided by the GDP?
· What dental treatment is required with bariatric dental facilities?
 If you do not receive a timely response or if the commissioners are unable to help the patient please report this to the Herts LDC Secretary hertsldcsec@btinternet.com
 
 FREE HIV Awareness & Confidence – Light bite sessions
The Terrence Higgins Trust is the UK’s largest HIV and Sexual Health Charity, aiming to improve the health and wellbeing of those diagnosed with HIV, as well as to eradicate stigma and discrimination around the condition. We have been working in Hertfordshire since August 2018, providing individual and community one to one support to people living with & affected by HIV.
 
We are excited to offer our new FREE online HIV awareness & confidence training to dentists and practice staff across the county, in order to improve confidence and awareness in discussing and supporting this subject with clients. Link to DQB invite & Booking form
 
HEE 2022-2023 DENTAL TRAINING COURSES August 2022 to January 2023 Link to HEE Mid & E
 
GDC fee increase
 The GDC are going to increase their fees - this is a disgrace
 
The BDA has already commented on this ( https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Pages/ARF-increase-risks-undermining-hard-won-progress-on-regulation.aspx ) and will be responding fully to the consultation.
 
The GDC have put out a consultation - I know many of you will be cynical about this and Herts LDC share your views but encourage you to respond - see link below
 
The deadline for responses (Tuesday 6 September) Historically the GDC has placed equal weight on all responses so it is always useful to have as many voices as possible driving home the same message.. 
 
https://www.gdc-uk.org/about-us/what-we-do/consultations-and-responses/corporate-strategy-2023---2025
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