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			Dear Colleague,
 
This April saw the dental commissioning and management of primary dentistry services in Hertfordshire transferred from the East of England to the Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care Board (HWE ICB). These are early days for the dental commissioning team, who are currently writing a prioritised Workplan for this year. This Workplan then has to be approved by the ICBs Primary Care Commissioning Committee in June. Hopefully, once this has occurred, the new dental team can make decisions more rapidly.
 
Alison Chastell (our Chair) and I have been meeting with the ICB on behalf of Herts LDC since January. We will give an update on these meetings at our AGM, which will be on Monday, 15 May (see announcement below).
 
FYI, this is a simplified ICB dental team hierarchy 
 
Avni Shah, Director of Primary Care Transformation Hertfordshire & West Essex (HWE), a member of the ICB
 
Rachel Halksworth, Assistant Director of Primary Care Contracting HWE
 
Michelle Campbell, Head of Primary Care Contracting, HWE. Michelle has ten years of experience in dental contracting and will lead the dental team consisting of:- 
Amy Curtis, Commissioning & Contract Manager – Dental 
Kate Shannon, Dental Contract Support Officer 
Mugunthan Yogaratnam, Primary Care Support Officer
 
The new dental team wish to be contacted via this email address hweicbhv.dental@nhs.net
 
Within this newsletter, there is
·  Herts LDC AGM announcement
· What is CORE20PLUS5 and why it is important to dentists
· Dentures - a Supportive Statement that practitioners can use
· Will your MP speak up for dentistry?
· BFS A simple guide to Fluoride in Water
 Hertfordshire Local Dental Committee 2023 AGM Invite

Herts LDCs 2023 AGM will be a face-to-face meeting taking place on:
 
Monday, 15 May 2022, 6.45 PM for 7.00 PM start;
 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton London Elstree,
Barnet By-Pass,
Borehamwood
WD6 5PU
 
All Herts NHS providers/performers are invited to attend the AGM and bimonthly committee meeting after.
 
To help with seating, catering (sandwiches and refreshments) arrangements and sending out AGM papers, please confirm you wish to attend by Friday, 12 May.
 Link to Herts LDC AGM agenda
 


What is CORE20PLUS5 and what on earth has it got to do with children's oral health?
 
By Dr Urshla Devalia, Spokesperson, BSPD
 
NHS England has announced its approach to tackling health inequalities in Children and Young People (CYP) with the launch of CORE20PLUS5 - CYP. But what is CORE20PLUS5, how did we get here and what does it mean for children's oral health? Read more here
 

 
Dentures; a Supportive Statement that practitioners can use
 
The East of England Gerodontology MCN, a subgroup of the Special Care MCN, has produced a supportive statement that explains the difficulties in making dentures to patients and their carers. Link
 


 Will your MP speak up for dentistry?
 
The BDA is asking for your help.
We have worked to secure a debate on NHS dentistry in the House of Commons on Thursday, 27 April – ensure your MP will be there to represent you.
 
Send them a message – it only takes 5 minutes. You can find the email details of your MP here.
 
Your story can be powerful. Show how the crisis this service now faces is impacting on your practice and the patients you treat: 
 
1. Your MP is your voice in parliament. Ask your MP to commit to attend the debate on 27 April and to call for fundamental, urgent change.
2. The exodus is in motion. The current NHS dental contract punishes dentists. Over half of dentists in England report having reduced their NHS commitment since the start of the pandemic – and this is shift is going unseen in official data. Let your MP know what you are experiencing and why. 
3. Cuts during an access crisis. 'Clawback' is on track for a record high of over £400 million. It is utterly perverse funds are being lost when millions are struggling to access care. If you expect to be hit, explain how this will impact your practice and the patients you treat. 
4. Mass closures are hitting millions. Let your MP know the same pressures are being felt in thousands of practices. 
5.Tweaks to a failed contract won't cut it. The Government has introduced marginal changes to the NHS dental contractual framework, with no additional funding. Explain how much impact these changes have had on your ability to deliver NHS dental care.
When emailing your MP you must include your postcode, and please copy in campaigns@bda.org so we can follow this up with them on your behalf. 
 
Please do also get in touch through campaigns@bda.org if you need any advice, guidance, or data on your local area.
 
We will continue to keep up the pressure in Parliament and the press. 
 


BFS A simple guide to Fluoride in Water
The British Fluoridation Society has produced a simple guide to Fluoride in water which is aimed at the public. Link 
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