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			Dear Colleague,
 
In this August Herts LDC update, there are:-
· An invitation to attend our postponed AGM
· ICB update
· Information on Sustainable Dentistry (A healthy smile shouldn’t cost the earth).
Hertfordshire Local Dental Committee 2023 AGM Invite
 
Our 2023 AGM scheduled for May this year unfortunately had to be postponed. It will now occur online at 7.00 PM on Wednesday, 13 September.
 
All Herts NHS providers/performers are invited to attend the AGM and bimonthly committee meeting afterwards.
 
To enable this to run smoothly, please confirm you wish to attend by Sunday, 10 September so I can send you the teams invite and meeting papers.
Herts LDC 2023 AGM agenda.

ICB update 
 
The Hertfordshire and west Essex Integrated Care Board Primary Care Strategic Delivery Plan 2023-2026 (Link) has been published. Although there is little specific reference to dentistry and dental services, we know there can be no sound general health without good oral health. The LDCs of Herts and Essex will continue to ensure your voice is heard.  
 
In the July update, I wrote:
One role of the LDC is to meet with the ICB, to improve NHS dentistry for the population and the working lives of dentists and their teams. For this to happen, we need help from you, our members, to suggest where there are gaps in our current Herts Dental Services; Ideally, ideas on how to fix them and what would make your NHS working lives more tolerable. The ICB seem receptive to our needs. Let us not waste this opportunity.
I’m pleased to say some of you have taken the time to share your views and suggestions with me. I have passed on these observations and recommendations to the ICB.
Hopefully, soon, we will have a simplified route for suspected oral cancer referrals, a better in-hours Urgent Dental Care service and clarity on a prevention and stabilisation programme.
 
Although we engage with the ICB and have places on various ICB committees, I want to emphasise that the LDC is entirely independent and exists primarily to help and support the profession.
 
 Please send your suggestions to Peter Tatton at hertsldcsec@btinternet.com
 
Sustainable Dentistry – A healthy smile should not COST THE EARTH
 
To take part (for free), register your practice here
https://toolkit.sos-uk.org/greenimpact/dentistry/login
 
The Green Impact in Dentistry online toolkit is a sustainability learning and awards scheme with practical advice and tips for dental practices who want to improve their sustainability.
 
Useful link:
Clinical guidelines for environmental sustainability in dentistry
https://www.sustainablegreendentistry.com/_files/ugd/44fb31_1939d154bfd242beab490d62167ecfac.pdf
 
The refreshed Environmental Sustainability in Dentistry session on e-learning for healthcare
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Component/Details/810983
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